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BSI Kitemark 

A passport to opportunities in the 
Middle East

Robert Hine

Head of Commercial Engagement
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Product Specification Standards

Over 100 years expertise shaping global standards to facilitate trade and improve business

• Beginning in 1901, initial Standards 
focused on product specifications to 
harmonize and facilitate commerce and 
reduce duplication

• Railroad gauges

• Steel specifications

• Construction standards

• Agricultural commodities

• Consumer and electrical products

• Personal safety equipment 

• Medical devices 

• Product Specification Standards remain 
relevant today driving interoperability
and innovation in areas such as smart 
cities and regenerative medicine (e.g. 
stem cells)

• The next generation of standards focused 
on business processes to ensure consistent 
quality output

• BSI shaped the original standards for:

• Quality Management (ISO 9001) 

• Information Security (ISO/IEC 27001) 

• Environment Management (ISO 14001)

• Health & Safety (OHSAS 18000)

• IT Services Management (ISO/IEC 20000-1) 

• Business Continuity (ISO 22301)

• Sustainable Events (ISO 20121)

• BSI’s new generation of Standards are 
centred around people behaviour and
values to help organizations reach their 
full potential and protect their corporate 
reputation

• Key standards include:

• Anti-Bribery

• Corporate Social Responsibility

• Collaborative Business Relationships

Founded 
1901 1950 2000
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Product Specification Standards Business Process Standards Business Potential Standards
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A truly global brand and network – trusted and recognized

80,000 
clients

172
Countries

75
Offices

• Clients in 172 countries

• 75 offices worldwide

• 3 regional hubs in 

UK, US and Hong Kong
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Access to Middle East Markets
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Opportunities for manufacturers

• UAE:  $350 billion worth of 

active construction projects

• Dubai: 2020 World Expo 

438 hectare site linking 

3 international airports
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Why BSI Kitemark™?

• BSI Kitemark = global passport
• Opportunities to export into growing markets
• Opportunities to spread risk by selling into multiple markets

• Recognition as a trusted mark of quality

• Accepted by Civil Defence

BSI Kitemark certificate + Certificate of Compliance = product accepted
(if on approved civil defence list)
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Civil Defence

Ministry of the Interior

• Focussed on industrial and commercial safety and security

• Disaster recovery

• Management of fire and emergency services

• Protection for:

• Private and public properties
• Environmental safety
• Transport and communication safety

• Approval of products for Market Access



9

Fire Products

Fire Detection and Suppression  Products

• Products to detect fire in buildings and products designed to extinguish the 
fires either automatically or manually

• Typical products include fire extinguishers, smoke and heat detectors, alarm 
panels, hoses, valves and fire blankets

01/07/2016
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Electrical Products

Emergency Lighting and supporting products

• Emergency lighting units and systems

• Typical products emergency luminaires, components including the control gear

01/07/2016
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Civil Defence Approved Laboratories
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Applications are made by Testing Bodies

• BSI has approval for our UK Laboratories

• Civil Defence assess UKAS accreditation

• Civil Defence audit the testing facilities



Civil Defence Categorise approval by product
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Check the BSI Listing on Civil Defence 
Website 

• Fire Suppression Products

• Fire Detection Products

• Emergency Lighting
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Process

Application

Check Civil Defence 
Listing

Quotation

Factory Assessment

Type Testing

Kitemark Certification

Manufacturer 
completes COC

Manufacturers present 
COC to Civil Defence

CoC issued

BSI Approve and 
stamp COC
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Online Database 
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D83
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Where to go for further support?

Certification/BSI Kitemark

UK team
+44 345 07656 606

Certificates of Compliance
Dubai
Abu Dhabi
Qatar
Rihad

www.product.certification@bsigroup.com
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